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speak distinctly
To be understood it is necessary, of course, to speak
distinctly. You do this if you pronounce your words
carefully, giving proper formation to each sound in
every word.

Just try this: Open your mouth slightly—and
now, hardly moving your jaw, or tongue, speak a
few sentences.

You've heard people talk like that and prob-
ably had trouble understanding them. They seem
to have stiff jaws, lazy lips, sleepy tongues! Their
words sound mumbled, shut in, or “swallowed,”
instead of being nicely formed and directed out-
ward to the listener. “Miss Mousy,” “Miss Dreary”
and “Miss Myla Minit” are this type. They are giv-
ing only a portion of their personalities to their
listeners. Their friends could not be blamed for
thinking that they do not care enough about them
to speak clearly and distinctly.

: Incidentally, in face to face conversation, your
Qcial expression will be much more interesting to
others if your lips are mobile.

Many of us do get a bit careless and let our
talking muscles get stiff. Like any other muscles
they need limbering up to be really useful. Many
of us exercise to keep stylishly trim . . . why not take
a few exercises that will make your voice stylishly
clear? You'll find some suggestions later on. Just
thinking about your speech helps a lot. Reading
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Practice further by reading or talking aloud, )3

also in front of the mirror, to see how well you can
use the correct mouth action in ordinary conversa-
tion. Continue to listen to your own voice as you
practice, so that you can detect any faults.

Probably the best “voice mirror” you have is

your own hearing. Ask yourself frequently, “How
do I sound?” And be honest. If you wish another

~ check, try out your speech on someone whose judg-

~ ment you value; and ask for frank criticism.
" Each of the sentences below has a good mixture

of vowels and consonants. Read them aloud, slowly
enough to give every sound its proper value and to
be conscious of your mouth action. They will give
all-around exercise to your vocal apparatus and at
the same time some mighty useful ideas to carry
about with you.

- 1. For distinct enunciation, every word, every syllable, every

sound, must be given its proper form and value.

2. Think of the mouth chamber as a mold, in which the
correct form must be given to every sound.

3. win you please move your lips more noticeably?

4 The teeth should never be kept closed in speech.

s-Asyourvoieeisthemutditeaexprudonofyonrinmat
self, you should be careful, through it, to do yourself
full justice.

6°Youmaykmwwhatyoumnying.buto¢hmwmnot.
unless you make it clear to them.
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7. Through practice, we can learn to speak more rapidly,
but still with perfect distinctness.

Good speech is within the reach of everyone, through
conscientious practice,

The courtesy of face-to-face conversation, where the smile
plays such an important part, can be expressed, over the
telephone, only through the tone of voice and a careful
choice of words.

h

It’s a good plan to add other practice sentences,
selected from your reading or made up by yourself.
And then there are always those old tongue-twisters
—like “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pep-
pers” and “She sells sea shells.” They are very good
exercises for stiff or lazy speech organs.

Cyth M OD about the telephone itself. . .

There are 433 different parts in the telephone in-
strument—each developed through years of research
by scientists in the Bell Telephone Laboratories.

Your telephone is, in fact, a precision instru-
ment designed to carry your voice accurately...

down the street...across town...or if you wish
around the world. It is a fine piece of reproduction
equipment but the finest telephone in the world
can only reproduce. What comes out of the tele-
phone . . . depends on what is put in.

If you would have your telephone callers hear
the same charm...they see when you are talking
face-to-face . . .learn to develop. ..

Yoo veice Wi a tmaile.
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